
 

Editorõs NoteñI recently asked Mr 
Wyman to elaborate on taking 
ABWMSA to non profit statusñ
following is his email reply: 

 

òI proposed sometime 

this fall that I would make 
a donation of $10,000 to 
the American Black 
Welsh Mountain Sheep 
Association to be used to 

promote the breed in this 
Country and Canada. To 
make this contribution 
and hopefully others tax 
deductible to the donor 
certain Bylaw changes are 
required which Oogie is 
arranging with legal coun-
sel. Oogie's journey to 
England and Wales this 
fall, which will benefit our 

Association was financed 
out of these funds.ó 

Regards, 

Tom Wyman 

Non Profit Status 
From Tom Wymanñvia email 

Due to the kindness of Mr. 
Tom Wyman who provided 
plane fare I made a quick trip 
to Wales  from 1 September to 
9 September 2008. I was able 
to attend the 2008 Annual 
Show and Sale of Black Welsh 
Mountain Sheep in Aber-
gavenny and to also attend a 
Cadet Judges Training session 
held at Ted Williams, Garth 
Uchaf Farm in Pentyrch, 
Wales. In between, I was able 
to handle one entire flock of 
sheep with another Associate 
judge, Council member and 
also view and judge many other 
sheep.  

While I will not find out 
whether I have qualified as a 
judge until after the October 
Council meeting, I felt that I 
learned a great deal. I handled 
and judged many sheep and 
now have a much better feel 
for what is the current stan-
dard.  

I was particularly interested in 
how to get from the current 
state of the North American 
Black Welsh to animals closer 
to the breed standard. In par-
ticular our rams are rather far 
from the accepted standard 
and many of our ewes have 
faults that would disqualify 
them in the UK.  

I also have more information 
about what flocks are likely to 
have sheep that will help us 
improve the 
North 
American 
population. 
This will 
enable me to 
help select 
appropriate 
rams for 
semen im-
ports in the 
future.  

To become a 

qualified judge in the UK for 
Black Welsh Mountain sheep it 
is required that you attend one 
or more Cadet Judges training 
sessions. Candidate judges are 
expected to judge sheep and 
shadow senior judges to learn 
the fine points of the breed 
standard. After attending at 
least one training you will be 
listed as an Associate Judge. 
Most Associate judges take 2 
or 3 training sessions before 
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I hear breeders of goats with 
this issue a bit more frequently 
than sheep.  Our does are 
pretty infamous for standing 
outside the buck pen with a 
cigarette dangling...and 5 
months laterñ 
 
There are several resources 
available to dna test your lambs 
and verify parentage: 
 
UC Davisñ
www.vgl.ucdavis.ed 
530-752-2211  
 
VetGenñwww.vetgen.com  
800.483.8436 (US & Canada)  
 
I also am told Texas A&M 

does parentage testing but have 
not confirmed which labñ 
 
In Canada 
Gen Serve Laboratories 1-866-
420-2293  
 
There are more labs, and a 
good way to find one is contact 
your AI resources.  These are 
the people holding valuable 
straws of semen and there are 
always people interested in 
verifying those genetics.  They 
will know a lab to refer you to. 
 
Testing isnõt cheap, usually 
pricing is per animal ($20-40) - 
and due to the testing methods 
you must submit each possible 

ôsuspectõ as well as mom and 
offspring.  Certain closely or 
line-bred related individuals 
could trigger the initial 
matches.  The lab would then 
contact you and do further 
comparisons. 
 
Happy Lambing 2009 - 
 
Andrea Minicozzi 
a rare breed 
www.arare-breed.net 

Whoõs the daddy? 
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North of  the Borderñmore about Canadian import 

Hello Folks - I had been 

working with Suzanne 

Corriera, Oogie McGuire 

and my friend Barbara 

Burrows in Texas to co-

ordinate a historical im-

portation of 30 Black 

Welsh mountain sheep.  

I purchased pregnant 

ewes that were moved 

within Texas from Suz-

anne Corriera. I had my 

dedicated shepherd friend 

Barbra Burrows pick 

them up and lamb them 

out in Texas before they 

were to be moved to Can-

ada. 

We had to work within 

rigid requirements and 

had 4 months on the per-

mit timeline to do all of 

this before they can come 

to Canada as a group. 

I wanted to bring in more 

genetics from Oogie in 

CO and collect all of 

them as a group to ship 

up in one shipment. This 

would mean we would 

have all of the North 

American genetics in one 

traveling group.   

I had to be enrolled into a 

Scrapie program in Can-

ada before they can issue 

a permit. I had many hur-

dles with shipping and 

cost of all of this kept 

climbing through the 

roof. The gas prices were 

unheard ofñrecord highs 

and no end in sight. 

My rams had to come 

later to Texas which 

meant missing the first 

shipment with the ewes 

out of Colorado.  Ron 

Keener delivered them 

later to Texas in July. 

The transport I arranged 

months before fell 

through, which put me in 

a very bad situation.  

Ron was very kind to help 

with the transport to Can-

ada.  We had taken pic-

tures when he came 

across the border and met 

them there to clear our 

sheep. I can not say 

enough good things about 

Ronõs care and dedication 

to all of us.  He is a 

Guardian Angel for our 

animals on the road and 

sure was there for me in 

my hour of need.  

Thank you to all of our 

key people to make this 

happen. This is a team 

effort to promote this 

breed in Canada. 

 Heather Morrissey 

Totem Farms. 

totemfarm@gmail.com 

mailto:totemfarm@gmail.com


Membership and RegistrationñBoard of  Directors 

From the TreasurerñFinancial Statement 

Editorõs Note: 

From Oogie and new President 

Jerry Jones, I received information 

that membership and registration 

numbers are the number one 

concern in Board discussions.  

They are sharing one of the 

emails from the BOD listservñ

this email is from Don Bixby of 

American Livestock Breed Con-

servancy. 

Don writes: 

Not only are registration 

fees the main source of 

fees for funding the asso-

ciation, but animal regis-

tration is critical to the 

official documentation of 

bloodlines for developing 

intelligent breeding pro-

grams. I know what a 

drag it is to keep up with 

the flood of paperwork 

for every aspect of our 

lives, but taking on a rare 

breed involves a commit-

ment to stewardship of 

the genetics of the breed. 

Documentation of the 

animals is central to ge-

netic stewardship.  I think 

that ABWMS members 

may not appreciate how 

relatively easy it is for you 

to do this documentation 

with the very able and 

willing support of your 

breed registrar. So please 

sit down with your re-

cords and get your new 

crop registered before the 

end of the year. 

Donald E. Bixby, DVM 

Technical Consultant 

American Livestock 

Breeds Conservancy 

2710 Green Meadow 

Drive 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

540-951-2386 

 
ALBC National Head-

quarters 

PO Box 477 

Pittsboro, NC 27312 

919-542-5704 

albc@albc-usa.org; 

www.albc-usa.org 

 

Email was dated October 

24, 2008, and Don can be 

reached at dbixby@albc-

usa.org 

 

Miscellaneous  -10.00 
(These are credits when 
people send in too much 
money that  it is held  and 
applied to their next bill.)  
 
Office  965.56  
  
Total Outflows  1,676.16  
  
  
Net Inflows/Outflows  
                    -709.06  
 
 

Current status of the Association  
 
Inflows   
Dues Received  297.10  
Registration & Transfer Fees:   
Register Ewes  380.00  
Register Rams  110.00  
Transfer Fees  180.00  
  
Total Registration & Transfer Fees
                   670.00  
  
Total Inflows  967.10  
  
Outflows   
Ads               720.60  
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stats: These are only mem-
bers who are reputed to 
own purebred registered or 
birth notified sheep that 
are alive as of right now 
according to our records. 
 
17 members who have not 
paid since 2004 or earlier 
20 members who have not 
paid since 2005 
16 members who have not 
paid since 2006 
41 members who have not 
paid since 2007 
 
We have 27 current paid 
members who own sheep. 



Review Reprinted from Ravelry 
(www.ravelry.com), with per-
mission from Ellen Kardell 

Pocket Meadow Farm 

www.pocketmeadowfarm.net 

Ravelryñpocketmeadowfarm 

(Ellen also carries Black Welsh 
Mountain Sheep yarn from two 
local breeders!) 

From Ellen Kardell, 
Owner, Pocket Meadow 
Farm 

BackgroundñI learned to 
spin using a bottom whorl 
spindle and spun that way 
for years (95% of my spin-
ning is done on my Len-
drum wheel). Iõm gradually 
starting to use top whorls 
as they are just more com-
mon to find. This spindle 
can be used either way, but 
the metal hook is not on 
the shaft, but at the whorl 
end, and in my experience, 
a hook holds the newly 
spun yarn in place much 
better than a notch. I much 
prefer to have the 
òsecurityó of a hook, so 
Iõm using this as a top 
whorl. 

Designñit really works. 
Beyond my expectations. 
The weights fit snugly into 
the holes and do not drop 
out. You can almost infi-
nitely adjust the weight of 
the spindle by adding the 
copper buttons in pairs. 
This is a nice feature, as 
right now my spindle is half 
full, so it weighs more; Iõm 
going to remove a couple 
of the weights so my yarn 
(hopefully) remains consis-
tent. 

Functionñthe weighted 
rim dramatically improves 
spin ñ there isnõt an 
abrupt halt, like with my 
other spindles, just a very 
gradual slowing down, 

which nicely evens out the 
twist in a long piece of 
yarn. I have to deliberately 
stop the spindle every 
time I draft, as I run out 
of reach before I run out 
of spin. One good spin 
will easily do way more 
than a yard of yarn. In the-
ory, this seems to be much 
more efficient, as you may 
be starting and stopping 
less frequently to turn and 
to wind on. 

Materialsñwhat you are 
paying for with these spin-
dles isñfirst and fore-
mostñdesign innovation. 
These spindles are about 
function. They are not 
made in beautiful exotic 
woods, with glass-smooth 
finishes. Hard woods are 
much denser and heavier 
than the light woods used 
here. Thatõs an integral 
part of the design, I believe, 
with the copper weights 
near the rim providing the 
majority of the heft. 

Finishingñthere are actu-
ally a couple of hairy 
wood fiber bits in the cen-
ter cutout section of the 
whorl of mine that Iõm 
going to take an emery 
board toñit wonõt take 2 
seconds, but it would have 
been nicer not to have to 
do it. Balancing out price 
and function, Iõm not up-
set with this. A basic coat 
of shellac seals the wood 
and provides a tiny bit of 

òtoothó to the shaft, 
which I think is a good 
thing. 

Priceñthe three sizes are 
priced the same, which 
makes sense. Itõs the same 
amount of workmanship 
to produce all of the sizes. 
The retail cost is $35 each, 
with the set of three + 
base priced at $85. Given 
the functionality, I think 
they are a good value for a 
tool you will reach for fre-
quently, enjoy using, and 
get a lot done with. 

Customer serviceñthis is 
something I canõt report 
on yet, as I have not had 
any issues. I would imag-
ine the copper buttons are 
inexpensive to replace if 
lost. From a retailerõs per-
spective, Iõd like to see 
them get some good, pro-
fessional product photos 
taken, so I donõt have to 
do it. 

Wish Listñif it doesnõt 
impinge on the integrity of 
the design (by being too 
heavy), Iõd gladly pay more 
for a more beautiful, ex-
otic wood version with a 
super-smooth oiled or 
waxed finish. 

Spinnersñshop owners, 
have a product you want 
to talk about?  Email me 
before the next newsletter 
to submit your reviewñ
andrea@arare-breed.net 

Spinnerõs CornerñProduct Review Spinolution Drop Spindles 
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United Nations 
proclaim 2009 
International Year of  
Natural Fibers 

The Food and Agriculture Or-

ganization of the United Na-

tions (FAO)  officially 

launched their efforts to im-

prove the lives of those who 

produce fiber and fiber prod-

ucts.   

The Year of Natural Fibers will 

promote sustainability, educa-

tion, and help support policies 

that encourage the use of natu-

ral fibers around the world. 

Events around the world are 

being planned, with a couple in 

the US and Canada;  Wild Fi-

bers Magazine is also promot-

ing their own campaign called 

ôKeep the Fleeceõ.  Everyone 

from shepherd to weaver can 

get involved in this yearõs cam-

paign for fiber! 

For more information about 

ôInternational Year of Natural 

Fibersõ - 

www.naturalfibres2009.org 



Breeder SpotlightñEllen Bokde  

Editorõs NoteñEach issue I am 
trying to spotlight a breeder member 
and/or a board member. 

 
   I am relatively new to the 
Black Welsh Mountain Sheep 
and I have 2 rams and seven 
ewes who are preg-
nant.    This will be the first 
crop of lambs for me as the 
ewes wouldn't breed last year 
due to a move I made from 
Colorado to Minnesota.   
Hopefully they have adjusted 
by now.    I also have 35 Ice-
landic Sheep which I breed 

and sell the wool for hand-
spinning.  
 
In addition, I have 4 Angora 
goats who will have kids this 
spring.  The buck is a real 
character and enjoys apple 
treats.  I also have 2 older 
llamas that I keep for fiber 
and one did guard duty for 
some time.     
 
Now I have two Great Pyre-
nees Swiss Mtn. dogs,  Leo 
and Sugar Lee who are my 
guards.  I chose the BWM 
breed because they are kind 

of close to the Icelandics in 
size and origin and I wanted 
to try some cross breeding to 
see what the wool would be 
like.  
 
There has been interest 
shown by others in the breed 
from this area so hope to sell 
some breeding stock as 
well.   Personally, I do not sell 
my sheep for meat.    I plan 
to show both breeds at the 
county fair this year and see 
how I do.  I also do fiber 
shows and had a booth at the 
fair this past summer.  It's 

Page 5  

fun trying to sell wool socks 
when it's 95 degrees out!   
 
I love having the sheep  and 
when I do sell lambs, I know 
where they are going so that 
they have a decent home.  
 
I have an old Corriedale 
wether who was one of my 
first sheep who is 12 years 
old and still gives good fiber.   
We live on a 20 acre hobby 
farm just north of Minneapo-
lis.  I raise my own hay and 
have beautiful pasture so my 
expenses are down now as I 
was pretty much feeding hay 
year round in Colorado.  

From Youth Conservation Participant 

From Kendra Mabon ð 

Joey has done a lot with this little lamb  

CNN taping of Joey Moore about youth and farming  

Joey giving presentation to local 4-H children 

RightñJoey and "Mystery" BW lamb win 1st place 
at NC State Fair Costume contest for dragon and 
knight costume 



Pictures-Products 
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Black Welsh Blend Yarn from Rockbridge Farmñ

www.rockbridgefarm.com 

Black Welsh Horns from Desert Weyrñwww.desertweyr.com 

Black Welsh Blend Yarn from Rockbridge, joins handspun Black 

Welsh lamb yarn from a rare breed, knit up by local artistñand a 

great rustic menõs vest appears!  I actually ôboughtõ this from my 

own farm for my hubbyõs Chanuka present, but we can custom 

produce a second one. 

www.arare-breed.net 

What do you do with your Black Welsh?  

Pictures and stories for next newsletter are 

requested! 

 

andrea@arare-breed.net 


