
� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 	 
 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 	
� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	

� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � �  	

Board Election Results 
 

Twent y f our  bal l ot s wer e submi t t ed wi t h none bei ng r ul ed i nval i d.    
The f ol l owi ng i ndi v i dual s have been el ect ed f or  ei t her  of f i cer  or  boar d 

posi t i ons wi t hi n t he ABWMSA:  
 

Pr esi dent .  -  Tom Wyman 
Vi ce Pr es.  -  S.  St evens Sands 

Sec/ Tr eas.  -  Oogi e McGui r e 
 

Boar d of  Di r ect or s 
 

Sue Goet z 
St anl ey War d 
Robi n Mor se 

 
 

Black Welsh Youth News 

 

Bailey Again! 
 

 
 
Her e’ s Bai l ey Bi er hui zen,  agai n.   
She i s  pi ct ur ed wi t h her  2004 
l ambs,  Fr i day and East er  Bunny.    
 
Bai l ey,  we j ust  can’ t  hel p i t  – 
you ar e so phot ogeni c and we al l  
know how cut e Bl ack Wel sh l ambs 
can be!  
 
 

 
BWMS i n t he ALBC News 

 
The l at est  i ssue of  t he ALBC 
newsl et t er  has an ar t i c l e of  t he 
Yout h Conser vat i on Awar ds at  
Mar yl and Sheep and Wool  2005.  At  
t hi s event  yout h ar e gi ven a 
pur ebr ed ewe based on t he 
r eadi ng and j udgi ng of  t hei r  
essays on why t hey want  a 
speci f i c  br eed The par t i c i pant s 
ar e t hen r equi r ed t o show t hei r  
sheep at  l ocal  and count y f ai r s 
and t o br eed t hem t o a pur ebr ed 
r am of  t he same br eed.  
 
Mr .  Tom Wyman donat ed t he Bl ack 
Wel sh Mount ai n ewe and Rober t  
Par r i s  was t he l ucky r eci pi ent .  
Hi s pi ct ur e and t hat  of  t he 
wi nner  of  t he Hog I s l and sheep 
ar e f eat ur ed pr omi nent l y  i n t he 
ALBC ar t i c l e.  
 
Congr at ul at i ons t o Rober t  and 
t hanks t o Mr .  Wyman f or  
pr ovi di ng t hi s oppor t uni t y  t o a 
new BWMS owner .

 



Car cass Yi el d Dat a & Mut t on Mar ket i ng  
by Oogi e McGui r e 

 
Thi s i s  a smal l  sampl i ng of  r ecent  sheep but cher ed.   The Ret ai l  Yi el d 
Est i mat e excl udes or gan meat  and ot her  semi - i nedi bl e par t s.  
 
Sheep Descr i pt i on  Ret ai l  Yi el d  Li ve Wei ght  
 
Adul t  2 yr  ol d r am  37. 09 l bs  100- 105 l bs 
Adul t  3 yr  ol d r am 36. 57 l bs  100- 105 l bs 
 
Year l i ng r am  29. 93 l bs  60 l bs 
Year l i ng r am  26. 81 l bs  60 l bs 
Year l i ng r am  25. 15 l bs  60 l bs 
Year l i ng r am  26. 79 l bs  60 l bs 
Year l i ng r am  23. 38 l bs  50 l bs 
Year l i ng r am  22. 05 l bs  50 l bs 
 
Ther e i s  al so a di f f er ence bet ween sheep on t he hi gher - val ue cut s.  Some 
ani mal s onl y had 4 pounds of  chops whi l e ot her s had over  6 pounds.   
 
Based on t hese f i gur es we©r e seei ng s i mi l ar  y i el ds t o UK Wel sh Mount ai n 
Sheep,  or  per haps even a bi t  hi gher  y i el d t han t hei r  aver age.  
 

 
Mor e Bl ack Wel sh 

Test i moni al s and New & 
Ol d Fans of  BWM Fi ber  

 
By now,  a f ai r  number  of  you 
t hat  ar e spi nner s,  kni t t er s,  or  
f el t er s or  weaver s have seen t he 
Spi n Of f  Magazi ne ( Spr i ng 2005)  
f eat ur e on Bl ack Wel sh Mount ai n 
sheep by Car ol  Rhoades.   Oogi e 
McGui r e’ s and Suzanne Cor r ei r a’ s 
f l ocks wer e bot h pr omi nent l y  
f eat ur ed ( Suzanne’  nat ur al l y  
phot ogeni c ewes and her  t hen- new 
r am “ hammed”  i t  up f or  t he 
phot ogr apher . )   The ar t i c l e was 
a f ai r  r epr esent at i on of  t he 
U. S.  and U. K.  wool  t ypes and t he 
ar t i c l e was t r ut hf ul  and mor e or  
l ess f avor abl e.    
 
The ar t i c l e spar ked some 
i nt er est  at  f est i val s and a l ot  
of  bel at ed r ecogni t i on:   “ Hey,  I  
di dn’ t  r eal i ze you r ai sed Bl ack 
Wel sh??? – can I  t r y  some?”  
 
A di scussi on ensued on t he Bl ack 
Wel sh l i s t  on Yahoo and mor e 
t est i moni al s came t o t he f or e.   
Suzanne Cor r ei r a had hear d f r om 
a cust omer  who©d pur chased a  
 
 

 
Bl ack Wel sh f l eece l ast  year .   
The cust omer  sai d she had al most  
gi ven up spi nni ng t he BWM f l eece 
-  i n f act  absol ut el y HATED i t ,  
she per s i st ed.   I t  bl oomed i n 
t he yar n and af t er  washi ng.   She 
st ar t ed l i k i ng i t  a bi t  bet t er .  
  
Suzanne’ s cust omer  sai d i t  was 
j ust  t ot al l y  WONDERFUL t o wor k 
wi t h i n t he kni t t i ng and she 
made a gor geous l ace shawl  f or  
her  mot her  out  of  i t  f or  
Chr i st mas.   Best  of  al l ,  t he 
mot her  i s  act ual l y  wear i ng i t !  
 
Robi n Mor se sai d a v i s i t i ng 
“ har d cor e”  spi nner  at  her  
school  who’ d l i ved i n Wal es f or  
sever al  year s br ought  wi t h her  a 
j umper  she©d kni t  f or  her  Dad 
many,  many year s ago t o show t he 
st udent s.  
 
I t  was a * gor geous*  pat t er ned 
kni t  made of  r egul ar  Wel sh 
Mount ai n and Bl ack Wel sh 
Mount ai n.   She t ol d t he st udent s 
t hat  t he BWM i n i t  had st ayed 
ever y bi t  as beaut i f ul  and r i ch 
i n i t s  col or i ng as i t  was when 
she kni t  t he j umper  up al l  t hose 
many year s ago.    
 



Nut r i t i on:   Past ur e,  Hay and Mi ner al s 
 
Oogi e McGui r e wor ks wi t h a sheep 
nut r i t i oni st  i n conj unct i on wi t h 
her  vet :    
ht t p: / / www. bksheep. com/   Thi s 
nut r i t i oni st  expl ai ns how t o 
t ake t he sampl es f or  good,  
accur at e r esul t s .   He al so sel l s  
t he pr emi x t o be combi ned wi t h 
t he c l i ent ’ s  l oose sal t ,  di cal ,  
et c,  t o make a cust om mi x f or  
t hei r  sheep on t hei r  f or age.  
 
The l ab he wor ks does t he 
f ol l owi ng anal yses at  t he 
f ol l owi ng pr i ces:  
 
Sheep package #1:  ( $23)  
Moi st ur e,  Pr ot ei n,  ACP,  ADF,  
NDF,  Ener gy Cal cs,  Ca,  P,  K,  Mg,  
and S 
 
Sheep package #2:  ( $36)  
Moi st ur e,  Pr ot ei n,  ACP,  ADF,  
NDF,  Ener gy Cal cs,  Ca,  P,  K,  Mg,  
and S pl us Na,  Zn,  Mn,  Cu,  Fe,  
Al  
 
Sheep package #3:  ( $76)  
Moi st ur e,  Pr ot ei n,  ACP,  ADF,  
NDF,  Ener gy Cal cs,  Ca,  P,  K,  Mg,  
and S pl us Na,  Zn,  Mn,  Cu,  Fe,  
Al  and Mol ybdenum 
 
Sheep package #4:   ( $131)  
Moi st ur e,  Pr ot ei n,  ACP,  ADF,  
NDF,  Ener gy Cal cs,  Ca,  P,  K,  Mg,  
and S pl us Na,  Zn,  Mn,  Cu,  Fe,  
Al ,  Mol ybdenum and Sel eni um 
 
She does Package #3 on ever y 
bat ch of  hay and when t est i ng 
t he past ur e.   A bat ch i s  a 
s i ngl e cut t i ng f r om a s i ngl e 
f i el d wi t h consi st ent  gr owt h 
acr oss t he whol e f i el d.  Fi el ds 
wher e t he gr owt h i s  uneven wi l l  
need mul t i pl e sampl es and 
di f f er ent  f i el ds and di f f er ent  
cut t i ngs of f  t he same f i el d need 
di f f er ent  sampl es.   She does 
past ur e sampl es ever y one- t wo 
year s dependi ng on condi t i ons.  
 
I f  you ar e not  i n an ar ea wi t h 
known hi gh mol ybdenum you can 
pr obabl y get  away wi t h package 
number  2.  She f eel s Package #1  
 
 

 
i s  not  wor t h doi ng.   She’ s done 
#4 on occasi on,  but  doesn’ t  f eel  
i t  i s  cr i t i cal  gi ven t he 
addi t i onal  expense.  
 
Oogi e r ecommends accur at e f or age 
anal ysi s done r egul ar l y  as t he 
most  i mpor t ant  sheep management  
t ool  she does – mor e so t han 
vacci nes and al most  as i mpor t ant  
as de- wor mi ng.   Her  sheep 
pr oduce wel l  f or  her  when t hei r  
heal t h and f eed i ssues ar e t aken 
car e of  wi t h r el at i vel y l ow 
i nput ,  whi ch i s  cr i t i cal  f or  
f ar m pr of i t .  
 
Cl audi a Pet t i s  uses a hi gh 
cont ent  mi ner al  wi t h sal t  mi x 
cal l ed Shamr ock Sheep Mi ner al s.   
I t  i s  f or mul at ed t o be r egi on 
speci f i c .   She al so l et ’ s  t he 
sheep br owse,  and she pul l s  
seaweed of f  t he beaches,  dr i es 
i t ,  and put s i t  back i nt o t hei r  
f eed i n smal l  quant i t i es.   They 
wi l l  of t en eat h chunks of  i t  i f  
she soaks i t  i n wat er  f i r s t .   I n 
addi t i on,  she col l ect s eel  gr ass 
and dr i es i t .   Eel  gr ass onl y 
gr ows wher e t he wat er  i s  c l ean,  
and i s  a f avor i t e of  t he Soay 
sheep.  The Bl ack Wel sh wi l l  eat  
i t  soaked or  s l i pped i nt o t hei r  
f ood i n smal l  quant i t i es.   She 
has “ r i ch past ur age”  as wel l .   
 
Robi n Mor se says she has an 
“ al most  bi zar r el y l ush past ur e 
near l y t en mont hs of  t he year  - -  
par t i cul ar l y  r i ch f r om Febr uar y 
t hr ough Oct ober .   The por t i ons 
we keep mown need t o be mown 
t hr ee t i mes a week f r om f or  t hat  
same t i me per i od.   Her  sheep ar e 
pr obabl y at  l east  95% past ur e-
f ed,  wi t h December  bei ng t he one 
mont h t hat  t hey suppl ement  
r egul ar l y  wi t h hi gh- qual i t y  
al f al f a hay.  
 
She l eaves out  a f r ee- choi ce 
mi ner al  mi x wi t hi n easy r each,  
t op- spr i nkl ed wi t h j ust  a 
dust i ng of  a hi gh- qual i t y  sweet -
gr ai n mi x.  The sheep have f r esh 
wel l  wat er  ( changed dai l y) .   
 



I n t he eveni ng t hey al l  go i nt o 
a smal l er  ni ght t i me encl osur e 
( about  100©x 100©)  wi t h t he same 
r i ch past ur e gr ass as f or age and 
a 10©x 14© sheep shed avai l abl e.   
They al so have a past ur e t hat ©s 
got  a number  of  ver y l ar ge ver y 
ol d bi g- l eaf ed mapl e t r ees t hat  
dur i ng t he spr i ng,  summer ,  and 
f al l  of f er  a s i gni f i cant  ar ea of  
shade canopy f or  t he sheep.   
I t ©s sur pr i s i ngl y l ush and 
gr assy under neat h t her e,  t oo.   
 
Suzanne Cor r ei r a has her  ewe 
f l ock on past ur e year  r ound,  and 
keeps her  r ams i n pens.   Her  
past ur e i s  “ Texas r i ch”  – whi ch 
means i t  i s  ver y good gr azi ng 
unt i l  t he t emper at ur e c l i mbs and 
bur ns i t  al l  of f !   But  i n a good 
year ,  i t  i s  pr oduct i ve pr obabl y 
hal f  t he t i me.      
 
I t  i s  sunny,  100- year - f l oodpl ai n 
past ur e on sandy l oam whi ch was 
f or mer l y an oat  f i el d.   I t  has 
f l ooded mor e t han once and seeds 
of  al l  sor t s f l ow i nt o i t  and 
t ake r oot ,  i nc l udi ng,  a l ot  of  
bur r s!   She has seeded i t  wi t h 
Coast al  Ber muda,  t he most  common 
hay gr ass i n her  ar ea,  and i t  i s  
f i nal l y  st ar t i ng t o wi n out  over  
t he bur r s.  
 
She suppl ement s t he ewe f l ock 
wi t h hay when necessar y – whi ch 
Usual l y  means t he l at e summer  
mont hs i nt o ear l y  f al l .   Fal l  
gr asses come up agai n when t her e 
i s  suf f i c i ent  r ai n,  and t hen 
suppl ement at i on st ar t s agai n i n 

t he dead of  wi nt er ,  but  on a 
l i mi t ed basi s.   Even wi t h t he 
“ f east ”  or  “ f ami ne”  cycl e common 
t o Texas weat her ,  t he ewes ar e 
mor e or  l ess gr ass f ed onl y.    
 
The r ams get  hay and a hor se 
pel l et  year  r ound.   Thi s hor se 
pel l et  i s  hi gh i n f i ber ,  l ow i n 
pr ot ei n ( 10%)  and r el at i vel y 
( f or  a hor se f eed)  l ow i n copper  
– ar ound 20%.   I t  i s  “ PERFECT 
f or  most  of  her  ani mal s s i nce 
her  husband can f eed i t  t o t he 
hor ses,  t he sheep,  t he goat s,  
and even t he ducks,  wi t hout  
k i l l i ng any of  t hem! ”  
 
Suzanne used t o get  Sheep 
Pr ot ei n bl ocks f r om Tr act or  
Suppl y unt i l  t hey became 
unavai l abl e.   These cont ai ned 
pr ot ei n,  mol asses and a good mi x 
of  mi ner al s,  i nc l udi ng some 
copper .   She has s i nce f ound a 
l oose mi x Sheep Mi ner al  t hat  
cont ai ns “ no added copper ”  but  
does have a copper  cont ent  of  
about  20%,  so t he ewes get  t he 
l oose mi ner al  i n addi t i on t o 
t hei r  past ur e and hay.   The 
r ams,  gi ven t hat  t hey get  
pel l et s and hay,  j ust  get  bot h 
whi t e and yel l ow ( sul f ur )  sal t  
bl ocks.   The ewe f l ock al so get s 
bot h t ypes of  sal t  bl ocks.   She 
has not i ced i n t he shor t  t i me 
t hat  t he ewe f l ock has been 
get t i ng t he l oose mi ner al ,  t hat  
t hey seem t o be mor e ef f i c i ent  
i n t hei r  past ur e t o wei ght  gai n,  
and i n t hei r  over al l  heal t h.  

 

Remi nder  – I F you Sel l  Sheep – KNOW your  BUYERS!  
By Suzanne Cor r ei r a 

 
I ’ ve sol d any number  of  sheep over  t he year s.   I  t hought  I  was ver y 
good at  maki ng sur e t hey knew t he pr oper  car e of  t he ani mal s bef or e I  
sol d t hem.   I  s t r ess WORMI NG and Vacci nat i ons,  and no,  not  necessar i l y  
nat ur al  met hods.   I  t el l  my buyer s t her e ar e t i mes when nat ur e needs a 
bi t  of  hel p.   I  was SURE t hey got  t he i dea.   Evi dent l y  not  al ways.  
 
I  had a cal l  Sunday ni ght  f r om a r et ur n buyer .   She’ d bought  anot her  
l amb f r om me t hi s year  t o keep her  ot her  t wo company.  She was cal l i ng 
because t he l amb was “ swol l en under  t he j aw”  and “ di dn’ t  I  agr ee t hat  
i t  was pr obabl y al l er gi es and xxxx- f i l l  i n t he bl ank homeopat hi c 
r emedy)  woul d wor k?”   WRONG – I  t ol d her  i t  sounded t o me l i ke a 
c l assi c case of  Bot t l e Jaw – sympt om of  a sever e wor m l oad t he l amb 
needi ng wor mi ng ASAP.   She’ d NEVER wor med her  sheep – NEVER!   Not  even 
wi t h nat ur al  met hods.   I ’ ve yet  t o hear  i f  t he l amb made i t .  


